Analysis of the expression and regulation of the gerB spore germination operon of Bacillus subtilis 168.
The gerB spore germination operon of Bacillus subtilis 168 is a homologue of the gerA spore germination operon. The expression and regulation of the gerB operon has been examined using a lacZ transcriptional fusion and the transcriptional start defined. The gerB operon is expressed during sporulation under the control of RNA polymerase containing the forespore-specific sigma factor, delta G. This is a further homology to the gerA operon, which is similarly regulated. It is predicted from the localization of expression and the encoded primary sequences that the GerB proteins are located at the inner spore membrane.